
Terms of Reference 

  

Support to the Government of the Republic of Lithuania 

on issues related to EU and international Development Policy  
 

 

1. Background  

The Republic of Lithuania (LT) will hold the rotating EU Council Presidency (PRES) in the second 

half of 2013, from 1 July to 31 December 2013.    

During that six months period a number of important EU and Global development cooperation 

policy initiatives and events are expected to take place. These include: 

 Discussions on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the post-2015 

development agenda in view of the United Nations MDGs Review in September 2013; the 

follow-up to the Rio+20 conference on sustainable development (definition of Sustainable 

Development Goals – SDGs- and the related financing strategy) and the link of the UN 

Financing for Development process with the above related MDGs and SDGs discussions; 

 Based on Commission proposals the Council is expected to deal with the following issues: 

 Depending on the progress of the EU legislative procedure: conclude the negotiations on the 

future External Action Financial Instruments for 2014 - 2020 (including the future 

Development Cooperation Instrument DCI); 

 In parallel to the EU budget negotiations, work related to the European Development Fund 

(EDF) will advance. Two Commission proposals for the 11th EDF Implementation 

Regulation and for the 11
th

 EDF Financial Regulation would be tabled in 2012/2013. At the 

latest by December 2013 all Member States will need to ratify the Internal Agreement for 

the EDF. Moreover, in the course of 2012/2013, the joint ACP-EU Council of Ministers will 

have to adopt the 2014-2020 Financial Protocol of the Cotonou Agreement;  

 At the latest by December 2013 negotiations on the new “Overseas Association Decision” 

will have to be concluded.  

 Examination of the 2013 EU Accountability Report on Financing for Development – 

including possibly the preparation of the Council report on the state of play of the EU ODA 

targets to be sent to the Autumn or December 2013 European Council;  

 Examination of the 2013 Annual Report on the EU development policy and the 

implementation of external assistance in 2012;  

 Examination of the proposal for a Programme of Action to implement the EU Global Health 

approach;  

 Prepare Council conclusions on the European Commission Report on the Gender Action 

Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Request  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is charged with development policy and cooperation and, in this 

context, with taking the EU and global development agendas forward during the LT Council 

Presidency. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania seeks to reinforce its Permanent Representation in 

Brussels and the Development Cooperation and Support for Democracy Department of the Ministry 

in Vilnius with external expertise in  development policy, in view of handling a demanding EU and 

Global Development Agenda during the Trio
1
 and Lithuanian EU Council Presidency period. 

In view of the above, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs requested the European Commission to 

reinforce the Permanent Representation in Brussels and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Vilnius, 

respectively, with two experts in development policy, for the duration of the Lithuanian EU 

Presidency. 

  

3. Job profile 

The job requires broad knowledge and experience in European development policy issues, 

humanitarian affairs as well as EU inter-institutional relations and decision-making procedures. 

Prior experience in previous EU Presidencies is considered an advantage. 

The two experts are expected to work and coordinate closely with the respective teams in the 

Capital and at the Permanent Representation in Brussels. They should also liaise with all EU 

institutions, as well as other development stakeholders, where necessary.  

The job profile to support the LT Council PRES is as follows:  

 policy analysis and preparation of files on all policies and programmes related to the ongoing 

Council Working Groups, primarily CODEV (Development Cooperation) and ACP (Africa, 

Caribbean, Pacific) dossiers, including drafting of documents (e.g. Council conclusions and 

briefing notes) and provision of related inputs into other Council Working Groups, for instance 

COHAFA (humanitarian assistance), WPIEI (environment, climate), CONUN (UN-affairs);  

 supporting preparatory work for key meetings and events according to the LT PRES work plan 

in the field of development cooperation and, in particular, preparatory work of the relevant 

Council working groups and of the meetings of Development ministers;  

 drafting issues papers, summaries, speaking and briefing notes or other relevant documents; 

 cooperation and contact with the relevant departments of the Commission (mainly DGs 

AIDCO), the European External Action Service (EEAS), the Council Secretariat and the 

European Parliament in order to gather relevant information and reports to assist the LT PRES 

in the preparation of different development cooperation policy dossiers. 

It would be an advantage if the experts had additional prior knowledge and experience in ACP-

related issues. 

As the Development Agenda and in consequence the issues to be handled during the EU Council 

Presidency during second half of 2013 continue to evolve, tasks and priorities of the experts will 

have to be adapted accordingly and would be agreed between the Commission and the LT Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs. 

 

                                                           
1
 The Trio Council Presidency encompasses Ireland (1

st
 half 2013 Ireland, 2

nd
 half 2013 Lithuania and 1

st
 half 2014 

Greece.  



4. Experts’ profiles  

 a University Degree or equivalent academic background; 

 prior experience in public administration and a minimum  

 senior expert with at least 10 years experience in the area of development policy/ 

external relations for Expert 1 

 junior expert with at least 3 years experience in the area of development policy/ external 

relations for Expert 2; 

 excellent drafting, communication and organisation skills; 

 knowledge of the EU Institutions and their working procedures; 

 prior experience in previous EU Council Presidencies, including in preparing the EU Foreign 

Affairs Council /Development segment will be considered an asset; 

 excellent level of spoken and written English; good level of spoken and written French; 

 knowledge of Lithuanian would be an advantage but is not a prerequisite. 

In addition: 

 at least one of the two experts should have excellent knowledge of and prior experience in the 

financial instruments in the area of external relations, including development instruments of the 

EU budget and the European Development Fund 

 

5. Calendar, Duration and Location 

The assignment foresees 135 working days for each of the experts. The tasks will be fulfilled  from 

May 1, 2013  to January 15, 2014.  

 . The experts will attend a briefing and a debriefing meeting with the European Commission in 

Brussels (one day for the briefing at the start and ½ day at the end of his/her assignment).  

The senior expert will be based in the Permanent Representation of Lithuania in Brussels; the 

second expert will be based in the Development Cooperation and Support for Democracy 

Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Vilnius.  

Both experts may be requested to do missions related to their assignment, mainly Brussels/ Vilnius.  

The Government of Lithuania wishes to already benefit from the support of the experts for 

preparing the EU Council Presidency term during May and June 2013. It is foreseen that  the 

experts work part-time during that period (phasing in) according to the needs of the Government of 

Lithuania. They may be expected to do joint missions, namely during the start-up phase, to work 

simultaneously either in Vilnius or in Brussels.   

The experts will send short monthly activity reports to the European Commission and prepare a 

detailed final report for the Lithuanian EU Presidency and the European Commission 

 outlining the major issues in development policy related to their mission 

 and lessons learnt from their assignment to the LT EU Council Presidency with a view to 

assisting the European Commission in its possible support to future EU Council Presidencies. 

The experts have to submit their final report by 15 January 2014. 

 



Notwithstanding the above the experts are bound by confidentiality. They will not disclose, share, 

reproduce or use information that is deemed confidential.  

6.  Budget 

A maximum of EUR 250.000 is available for this mission. EUR 55.600 will be booked for 

reimbursable costs (travels, perdiems). 

7. Important remarks 

These Terms of Reference may be elaborated further by the Commission and/or be completed at the 

briefing in Brussels.  

Attention is drawn to the fact that the European Commission reserves the right to have the reports 

redrafted by the expert, as many times as necessary, and that financial penalties will be applied if 

deadlines indicated for the submission of reports (drafts and final, in hard and electronic copy) are 

not strictly adhered to or modified without prior agreement of the Commission. 

 


